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CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS 

 
Fall 2018 

 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the principle of faith working through love 

in the promotion of justice, equality and the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all. 
 
Dear Catholic Daughters, 
 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! Let it shine, let it shine, all the time! As the Fall 
settles in and the days get shorter and we seem to have dreary, gloomy days let’s make our own 
sunshine. Let’s shine joy throughout our families, our churches, our neighborhoods and 
especially our courts. Call a member who hasn’t been to a meeting for a while. Bring some 
sunshine into her day. Remember “you are the Light of the World.” And if Jesus says it then it 
must be true so let your light shine. When your light shines it will draw others to you and you 
can begin to share your joy of the Spirituality, Service and Sisterhood of the Catholic Daughters. 
 
A Message from Jean Rousseau, Spiritual Enhancement Chairwoman 
 
November is a month of great celebration, thanksgiving and prayer!  We have just celebrated All 
Saints Day when we honor those in heaven and ask for their prayers for our continuing journey.  
Today we remember the Holy Souls in Purgatory on their way to heaven through our prayers.  
On November 11th we will give prayerful thanks for those veterans who sacrificed much to 
defend and preserve our country and our lives often losing their own.  Nearing the end of 
November with Thanksgiving Day and soon after the end of the liturgical year, let us “ponder” 
all the blessings, graces and healings we and our loved ones have all received from God, 
realizing that we are all part of the one Body of Christ past, present and future generations.  

Praise God! 
 
 
 
On September 14th  the Massachusetts Catholic Daughters helped 
answer phones at the 2018 CatholicTV Telethon. Over 
$250,000.00 was raised during the 2-day telethon. Many Catholic 
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Daughters and spouses called in their pledges. Thank you to all of you and to all who helped. 
Shown below in back row left to right: Eileen Kwiatkowski, Court Our Lady of the Presentation; 
Diane McGrane, Regent Court Henry A. Sullivan; worker from CatholicTV; Richard Johnston, 
husband of Patricia; Sr. Terry Jardin, CSJ; Carole Drisdell, Court Our Lady of the Presentation;  
Front row: Sr. Marian Batho, CSJ; Nancy Meehan 1st Vice State Regent; Patricia McShane, State 
Regent; Judi Shooter, State Treasurer; Maureen Trainor, Immediate Past State Regent; and 
Patricia Abruzese Johnston, Past 1st Vice State Regent. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A scene from one 
of our “What’s 
wrong with this 
picture?” Court 
Installation of 
Officers. How 
many things can 
you find wrong? 
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Getting ready for the 
Pocketbook/Pocket 
Scavenger Hunt. No one 
had the Nip! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
On October 20th  we held our Leadership Workshop at St. Columbkille Partnership School 
in Brighton. The workshop was a training for all officers, potential officers, District Deputies, 
potential District Deputies, and anyone else who wanted to learn more about CDA. The 
workshop began with the 9:00 am Mass in St. Columbkille lower church. The workshop included 
break-out sessions for the officers and District Deputies. This was followed by a boxed lunch 
after which members of the board presented “What’s wrong with this Picture?” skits to teach 
what we do wrong and what we do right in Financial Reviews, meetings and Court Installations. 
Many said they learned something while having fun.  
 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel! and all Catholic Daughters, Family and Friends are invited 
to come to the Annual Christmas Party on Sunday, December 2nd  from 10:00 am -2:00 pm at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall 17 Willow Street, Westboro, MA. The cost is $38.00 per person. 
There will be a chicken dinner served family style, entertainment and raffle baskets. Each court 
is asked to donate a basket worth at least $25.00. The money collected from the raffles will help 
with the State expenses and ½ of the proceeds will be donated to the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
in the Merrimack Valley to help those who have been affected by the gas disaster. To reserve 
your seat please send your check to Maureen Trainor, 77 Laurel Avenue, Bradford, MA 01835. 
 
Speaking of the Disaster we applied to the National Board for Disaster Relief and I received an 
email from National Regent Olga Samaniego that $3,000 would be sent to the Archdiocese to 
help with the recovery. This is your National Project Money in action. Don’t forget to send your 
donations into State Secretary Carol Ghiloni so that we can forward them to National and get 
credit for Massachusetts. 
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GAMBIT,  GAMBIT,  GAMBIT  
Last year was a banner year for Gambit. Let’s make this year even better! Talk about Gambit to 
all your friends and family. Remind them that for only $20.00 they can have 7 months of chances 
to win with 6 prizes each month. And don’t forget the bonus drawings in May. Let everyone 
know that it all goes to a great cause – the future of our Church and our World. Young people 
today struggle to pay for college. If we can help in any small way let’s do it. 
 
Website: Don’t forget to check out the Massachusetts State Website  
www.masscatholicdaughters.org You will find information and photos there. Check 
out the Court information and make sure everything is correct, If it isn’t let us know. Also, if you 
are looking for the scholarship application it can be found on the website under 
scholarships. 
 
Statewide Knit-a-thon: While all of us may not have experienced Mental Health issues 
ourselves, I’m sure we have all been touched in some way by the diseases that fall under this 
umbrella; whether it is someone with depression, Alzheimer’s, dementia, or some type of 
addiction. One of the members of Court Henry A. Sullivan, Margaret Nicoli suggested knitting 
squares to make afghans. Each court could make one or two afghans (knit or crocheted). 
Everyone could take part. Those who can’t knit, or crochet could buy yarn. Those who do knit, 
and crochet could make squares. Someone in the court would have to take charge and maybe 
have a party to put all the squares together. Simple Granny Squares are good for crocheters. For 
knitters we have State Treasurer Judi Shooter’s mother’s pattern.  She said: 
8" x 8" square    knit one row 
Size 8 needle    pearl one row 
4 ply yarn    47 rows 
31 stitches     bind off 
Or be creative. Depending on how many afghans we get we will either raffle them off or donate 
them to the VA Hospital. The deadline is the State Convention in 2019. I’ve been hearing a lot of 
good things about the work that courts are doing for the afghans. Keep it up. Send me your ideas. 
 
 
Reminder to Financial Secretaries: Please send all membership forms (additions, 
deletions, changes, transfers) to 2nd Vice State Regent Pat Adams NOT to the State Secretary. 
 
Financial Reviews for the April 1st  through September 30th  period are past 
due (they were due October 15th). If you have not yet sent your review to National, and 
to 2nd Vice State Regent Pat Adams and State Regent Patricia McShane please do so 
immediately. If you need an extension to complete the review,  District Deputies must request 
one from the State Regent. 
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SAVE the DATES: 
 
 State Christmas Party: December 2, 2018, Knights of Columbus Hall, Westboro 10:00 

am -2:00 pm 
 Circle of Love Workshop: Jan. 26, 2019, St. Columbkille School, Brighton 10:00 am -

1:00 pm 
 Delegates Meeting: March 2, 2019, St. Columbkille School, Brighton 1:00 pm 
 Save the Date: April 26, 27 & 28, 2019 Massachusetts Biennial State Convention – Hotel 

1620 Plymouth Harbor 
 
Local Court Activities: 
 
 Court Stonehill College, Easton will be leading the Rosary once a week along with the 

Knights of Columbus. Faith in Action! 
 Court Ausonia, North End of Boston members attended an evening event for the St. James 

Society but unfortunately Jean Marino, the court Regent, fell and broke her hip. Please keep 
Jean in your prayers. 

 Court St. Bernadette, Framingham will be holding a Day of Reflection this coming 
weekend. A day we could all use. 

 Court Our Lady of the Presentation, Brighton will be decorating Christmas Wreaths to 
hang on doors for the Season. They will also be collecting white socks for homeless veterans 
and writing them Thank You cards for Veterans Day. 

 
 
I only ask that you pray for Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. While we all know 
that we need new members, without our Chaplains and Spiritual Advisors we would just be like 
any secular order doing good works. If we don’t pray for vocations, we will not have the Priests 
and Religious we need to guide us. Where is your Court’s Vocation Crucifix right now? I 
hope it hasn’t stalled somewhere. Keep it going! If it has stalled let’s start it up again. 
Please remember to check out our website www.masscatholicdaughters.org Send updates and 
pictures to jhobbs1@aol.com (Judi Shooter, Webmastress). 
 
God Bless from 
 
All your State Board 
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